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style and literature, with his ease in impromptu versifica-
tion, and his ready resource in Samasya-poorana and
obtained the title (and diploma of) Kavya Kanta in
1900.

In 1903, he had chosen Tiruvannamalai as a good and
holy seat of Siva in the shape of a Jyotir linga, for con-
tinuing his tapas. Incidentally having heard of Brah-
mana Swami on the hill, he visited him twice in the
course of a twelve-months' stay. He then went away to
Vellore as a teacher in a school, and organised a band
of pupils round him who, with him for their head and
guide, would develop their Sakti by force of mantra japa
to such an extent as might impress the world with their
ideas, and help in the uplift of their country, if not ot
humanity.

About December 1907, he gave up his post at the
Vellore school and returned to Tiruvannamalai to resume
his mantra japa. Doubts were oppressing him whether
with all his vast study of Puranas, Itihasas, Kavyas, the
whole of the Kig Veda, some Upanishads and several
books on Mantra Sastra, he had correctly understood the
nature and the essentials of Tapas, since nothing tangible
seemed to emerge from his dozen years of penance in all
sorts of places and under the most rigorous conditions.
On the ninth day of the Kartikai festival about 1-30 p.m.,
he recollected that there was a Brahmana Swami on the
hill who would certainly know the true nature of tapas
from his own experience. In that hot hour he climbed
up the hill. The Swami would distinctly remember him
as the Pandit who, at his very first visit in 1903, had inter-
preted the well-known stotra of Vinayaka as applying
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